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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
NEW BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTER AT EASTERN TO TAKE STUDENTS FROM THE
CLASSROOM TO THE LABORATORY FOR HIGH TECH TRAINING
CHARLESTON -- A grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF) has
been awarded to the Department of Zoology at Eastern Illinois University to set up
a cutting-edge molecular biology laboratory on campus. Students will receive
hands-on training in advanced techniques such as DNA fingerprinting and gene
splicing.
The grant award totaled $55,248 and Eastern matched the amount to
provide approximately $110,000 to purchase the high tech equipment needed for
the lab.
We have talked extensively about modern biotechnology in our lectures but
the students have not received the hands-on experience," said Gary Fritz, EIU
assistant professor of zoology and co-principal investigator on the project with Ann
Fritz, zoology instructor. "The equipment we are purchasing for the lab includes
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the sorts of tools being used now in the fields of molecular genetics and biological
research . We plan to introduce freshmen as well as seniors to modern biotechnological methods."
Students and faculty in several departments including biology, botany,
chemistry and zoology will share the high tech center. Faculty will be encouraged
to do research and include students in their projects. Eastern also plans to develop
graduate-level courses for area high school science teachers.
"Some of the courses will be offered during the summer for teachers earning
master's degrees in science education," said Kipp Kruse , chair of the zoology
department. "The teachers will be exposed to innovative laboratory teaching
methods and take this knowledge back to their classrooms."
The center will be developed over a three-year period, with equipment
purchases beginning this fall. Kruse anticipates that the laboratory will be up and
running by late 1998.
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